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Tor Bay till the twentieth in the morning. While wee roade
there, the generall sent aboord all the shippes instructions for
their better company-keeping, at their comming to the seas;
and further gave directions, if any of the fleet should bee separ-
ated the one from the other by stormes of wind, tempests, or
other casualties, what places to repair unto for their meeting
together again1.
The second* of Aprill 1601 the wind came faire and we
hoysed our anchors and departed out of Tor Bay, directing our
course towards the ilands of the Canaria. The wind holding
faire, the fift of May in the morning we had sight of Alegranza,
the northermost iland of the Canarias, and directed our course
betweene Forteventura and the Grand Canaria. And comming
to the south part of the Grand Canaria, thinking to water there,
wee fell into the calmes, which proceed by reason of the high
land that lyeth so neere the sea side.
The seventh of May, about three of the clocke in the after-
noone, wee departed from the Grand Canaria, having the wind
at north-east; and we directed our course south-west by south
and south-south-west, till we came into 2iJ degrees. From the
eleventh to the twentieth our course was for the most part south,
till we came into eight degrees, the wind being alwayes northerly
and north-east. In this heigth we found the calmes and contrarie
winds which, upon this co^st of Ginney at this time of the yeare,
are very familiar, with many sudden gustes of wind, stormes,
thunder and lightening, very fearefull to be scene, and dangerous
to the shippes, unlesse a diligent care be had that all sayles be
stricken downe upon the sudden, perceiving the ayre never so
little to change or alter; and yet many times, although the masters
of ships were carefull and looked unto it with great diligence, the
suddennesse was such that it could hardly be prevented.
1  * These places were the calmes of Canarie, and, if weaknesse permitted not
to double the Cape, Soldania; the third, Cape Saint Roman in Madagascar;
to Cirne; and so to Sumatra, their first place of trade' (note in Purchas).
Cape St Roman (or Cape Romania), now called Cape Andavaka, is on the
south-eastern coast of Madagascar. Cerne or Cirne was the name given by the
Portuguese to the island afterwards re-christened (by the Dutch) Mauritius.
Evidently a decision had already been taken to go outside Madagascar instead
of through the Mozambique Channel (as in Lancaster's first voyage).
2  An error for 20 April.